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GREATER THETFORD DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP COMMUNITY SUB-GROUP

Held on Wednesday, 20 March 2019 at 7.00 pm in
Guildhall Council Chamber, Market Place, Thetford

52/18 MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - 20 MARCH 2019 

53/18 MINUTES - 20 MARCH 2019 

Public Document Pack



GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting

Wednesday 20th March 2019, 7–9pm,
Guildhall Council Chamber, Market Place, Thetford

Meeting Highlights & Updates
• Breckland Council and the Board had decided not run the agreed recruitment to fill the

final two Community Representative places on the Sub-Group. Instead their plan is now
to co-opt the members from two local community groups. (This change was not supported
by the Sub-Group.) If any groups are interested in being represented, please contact Rob
Walker robert.walker@breckland-sholland.gov.uk at Breckland Council.

• The Sub-Group Chair, Robert Whittaker, has now stood down, as his term of office has
come to an end. There were no volunteers to take on the role, so it is currently vacant.

• The issue of finding some new land allotment land in order to allow some of the current
allotment land near the Railway Station to be converted to Car Parking came up again.
Two Town Councillors at the meeting were not happy about the Partnership’s discus-
sions on the matter, as it had not been considered by Councillors at a Town Council or
Allotments Committee meeting. The issue has been discussed at several GTDP Board,
Community Sub-Group and Officer Group meetings, and the Town Council is represented
on all three of these groups, so it is not clear why Councillors had not had the opportunity
to discuss it. For further details see the Board Update at https://bit.ly/2FsbZkC.

• It was reported at the recent GTDP Board meeting, that the train company Greater
Anglia are looking for funding to install a ticket machine on the Norwich-bound platform
at the Railway Station, in addition to the one already present on the other side. The
Board has also agreed to write to the Government to request that railcard discounts
should be offered on the train when there are ticketing facilities at the station but these
are not accessible from the platform at which the passenger boarded the train.

• Breckland District Council has selected Thetford for its bid to the Government’s £675m
‘Future High Streets Fund’. For more details see https://bit.ly/2WniUCI.

• Norfolk County Council had still failed to arrange a meeting with the Chair to discuss
the Sub-Group’s Cycling and Walking report (http://gtdp.org.uk/cycling-walking).
The Board will now formally ask the County Council to consider the recommendations.

For more information, the agenda and papers for the meeting can be found online at
http://www.gtdp.org.uk/community-subgroup. The full minutes will be uploaded there
within about two weeks of the meeting.
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Draft Minutes of 

The Greater Thetford Development Partnership Community Sub-Group 

Meeting Held at Guildhall Council Chamber, Market Place, Thetford 
on Wednesday 20th March 2019 , 7pm to 9pm

Chair: Robert Whittaker                                                      Minutes: Clare Higson
Sub Group Members Present : Stephen Hunt, Cllr Brenda Canham [Thetford Town 
Council], Cllr Doug Stephens [Croxton Parish Council]
Apologies: Fiona Drew

1. Introduction  
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Approval of the Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2019 were approved with a single 
amendment to the draft. Under Railway Station Parking, it was agreed to 
change “Officers from Breckland District Council and Thetford Town Council” 
to “Member so the Officer Sub-Group”.

3. Announcements and Matters Arising
The Chairman reported back from the GTDP Board that they would be writing 
a formal request to the Thetford Town Council concerning the availability of 
land for the Railway Station Parking. Greater Anglia are looking into a second 
ticket machine.

A member of the public raised the issue of needing to ensure that historic 
Public Rights of Way (Footpaths, Bridleways, etc) are recorded by the 
Government's 2026 deadline. See https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-
involved/campaign-with-us/dont-lose-your-way-2026.aspx for more details.

The meeting heard that the GTDP Board had decided to co-opt the 
independent members of the Community Sub Group – the individuals it was 
suggested would be trustees /employees of Keystone, Staniforth Trust and 
Benjamin Foundation. The meeting rejected this idea. 

The Chair Robert Whittaker stood down, with Cllr Stephens thanking Mr 
Whittaker for his years of contribution; he and the meeting expressed their 
appreciation for all the hard work Mr Whittaker had put in. 

There was no one available to be nominated for Chair nor for Vice Chair. The 
meeting decided to await the replies of the GTDP Board.
The date of the next meeting will be 15th May 2019.
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